
 The wine tasting brought a re-
cord number of guests to our tables, in-
cluding old friends and a few new ones.  
The appetizer buffet was a big hit, and a 
few lucky winners walked away with 
their pick of raffle prizes. 
 And regardless of how it tasted, 
the wine looked classy in the glasses 
that Sherri Olson etched for the event.  
Long after the wine is gone, we will have 
the glasses as souvenirs, thank you 
Sherri!  Also much appreciated were the 
wines donated by the Orsi’s and the 
ones from Lucas Winery donated by 
Cookie Hanlon.  The evening was truly a 
result of a group effort, including Hallow-
een decorations from Joe and Elaine’s 
extraordinary col-
lection, placed 
around the club-
house with the 
help of Tom 
Moran. We raise 
our collective 
glasses in a toast 
to all of you!  

Dennis Kazee 
Frank Beauchamp 
Cindy Kazee 

NOVEMBER 
 
11...Veteran’s Day 
21..Dinner and Meeting 6:30 PM 
      Hosts:  Frank & Joanne Beauchamp 
26...Thanksgiving Holiday 
 
DECEMBER 
 
10...Board Meeting 6:00 PM 
12...Holiday Party & Dinner 6:30 PM 
       Potluck 
25...Christmas Holiday 
        
Birthdays  
Nov. 24    Frank Beauchamp 
Nov. 30    Elaine McCormack 
Dec. 17    Dale Hafelfinger 
Dec. 19    Christie Kaiser 
Dec. 27    Dee Stults 
Dec. 30    Jerry Olson 
 
Anniversaries 
Nov. 19   Tom & Helen Moran (1971) 
Dec. 30   Leo & Nina McMahan (1981) 

Above left:  Host Leo McMahan selects a bottle to uncork.  Top right:  Three of the oldest 
bottles from the 1970s.  Bottom right:  Joe Collin’s pumpkin looks like it had a little too 
much wine to drink. 

While it may be true that some wines 
improve with age, we now know for a 
fact that others do not!  Guests and 
members shared a unique opportunity 
to taste a wide variety of varietals and 
offer opinions at our October dinner, 
thanks to the generosity of Nina and 
Leo McMahan. 
 Years of the McMahans’ col-
lecting wine while boating resulted in a 
vast assortment of reds and whites and 
everything in between.  The oldest 
sample dated back to 1972!  Bottles 
were uncorked, samples swirled and 
swished, and comments abounded as 
to what was drinkable, exceptional, 
and best used for cooking.   

A VINTAGE AFFAIR  BY CINDY KAZEE 
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We’ll here it is the month of November 
already.  Have you started thinking 
about winterizing your boat?  The cold 
times are coming at us pretty fast, and 
even if you do not trailer your boat, it is 
good to be prepared.   
 Also, this is the time of year we 
start thinking about the changing of the 
Board and the Club Officers.  We all need 
to give thought of our abilities, individual 
talents, and responsibilities to the club 
and step up our involvement with the 
club.  We need people to serve on the 
board and help keep our club on a suc-
cessful heading.  It is through everyone’s 
effort that a club is successful.  If you 
are interested contact me or another 
board member. 
 I am very excited about a contact 
that I have made recently.  I received an 
email from a person who was affiliated 
with our Club when he was growing up.  
Nate Eckler is the Skipper of the West 
Sacramento Sea Scouts.  The Sea Scouts 
used to fly the RVYC burgee on their 
ship.  Nate also mentioned remembering 
dredging the shore from under the club-
house.  I’m not sure if that was Scout 
related.    He also remembers Leo and 
Nina, and said that he still thinks she 

makes the best pasta salad he has ever 
had.  Nate and I have been emailing 
back and forth trying to agree on a time 
for us to meet and discuss our relation-
ship going forward, and he is expecting 
to attend our November dinner.  I am 
looking forward to see how we can help 
in the support of the Sea Scouts.  I think 
this is a win-win for the club and for the 
Scouts. 
  We need to pay attention to our 
environment and help maintain our com-
mon interests.  Please follow the RBOC 
story about the SWRCB’s Coastal Marina 
Permit.  There will be a “Call to Arms” 
and we will need to be active on support-
ing the RBOC on this issue. The State 
Water Resource Board is trying to place a 
$250,000.00 dollar fee on ALL marinas.  
It has good merit but the method se-
lected to collect money is disastrous. 
Please read the attached RBOC docu-
ment. 
 We had a great time at the “Wine 
under the Stairs” last month.  There 
were new guests and old friends. Old 
stories and new, old wines and new, 
some good some bad… great time always 
with friends. 

COMMODORE’S REPORT—DENNIS KAZEE 
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RVYC ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12TH 
BAR OPENS AT 4:30, 
DINNER SERVED AT 6:30 

 
Join the fest ivit ies as River View Yacht Club cele‐
brates the joys of the season, prepares to ring in a 
new year with a new Board of Directors, and 
squabbles over presents.  (Hey, that sounds a lit‐
tle  too much like Christmas at home!) 



• Dale Hafelfinger did some fishing in Flam-
ing Gorge, Utah which wasn’t that great 
but did catch some halibut on fishing trips 
to The Bay which have provided some 
good meals. He and Jean both visited their 
daughter and son-in-law in Kooskia, ID.  
They have no electricity and want to go 
solar, so Dale found a wind generator sys-
tem in Nevada City which they hauled up 
there and Dale helped build a shed for the 
batteries, etc.  Jean helped her daughter 
do a lot of canning as they had a huge gar-
den.  Dale will be having hip replacement 
surgery on Nov. 13th and, hopefully, will 
get around better after that. 

• The Ziglers have returned from their 6 
week, 7,000 mile trip that I mentioned in 
the last newsletter.  They ended up going 
all the way to Niagara Falls.  At Sandusky, 
OH they hit rain so they headed South to 
Branson, MO and then into AR, OK, TX 
panhandle, New Mexico and into AZ where 
they finally got some nice weather.  They 
then went on to Las Vegas and a tour of 
Hoover Dam followed by Death Valley and 
on home to Tahoe.  They had a wonderful 
time and are looking forward to taking an-
other one in the southern direction next 
year.  Hopefully, they come to our Novem-
ber dinner, so you can ask them for more 
trip details than I had space for. 

• Frank Beauchamp had a stent put through 
an aneurysm behind his left knee on Oct. 
2nd and recovered well, so he had the 
same procedure done for one behind his 
right knee on Oct. 30th.  The doctor let him 
do the boat cruise to Treasure Island but 
said “no” to a driving trip to Seattle in 
Sept. and a flight to MI for a class reunion 
in Oct. Now, he and Joanne can drive to 
Seattle for Thanksgiving. 

•  Christie Kaiser is tolerating the chemo 
treatment pretty well, except for the un-
needed weight loss.  Christie, we have a 
number of members who volunteered to 
donate some pounds if you need it.  She 
finishes her treatment later this month and 
then will receive another CT scan and pos-
sibly surgery.  She still needs our support 
with phone calls at 916.371.3353 and 
cards to 2836 Roven Court, West Sacra-
mento, CA 95691. 

AROUND THE CLUB BY JOANNE BEAUCHAMP 
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• John Howard went to his 63rd Richmond 
Union High School Reunion in October.  
He and about a dozen other guys from 
the class get together the 2nd Thursday 
of every month for breakfast at the Lake 
Forest Café in Folsom.  They come as far 
away as Hollister and Sparks, Nev.  John 
will be at a niece’s or nephew’s for the 
holiday meals. 

• Leo and Nina McMahan are embarking on 
a ten day cruise to Mexico on Dec. 11th, 
so they will miss our Christmas party. 
Recently, they took a 1,200 mile motor 
trip visiting friends and relatives. They 
will be home for both holidays. 

• Bill and Debbie Mielenz did not make  it 
to the Wine Tasting event as Bill had a 
very bad case of poison oak. 

• Cookie Hanlon will be making her annual 
Thanksgiving trip to Pismo Beach with 
family and friends, including the Kazees.  
She arrived back from her New Mexico 
trip just in time to sip and collect the 
monies for the wine tasting and appetiz-
ers. 

• The Kazees had friends from MI and rela-
tives from KY visiting the past month.  
They made two trips to Apple Hill and 
were even able to get away, without 
kids, to Napa for dinner one evening.  
Bet that was a real treat!  Dennis and 
Zak were two of 6,500 scouts that 
marched from Raley Field to the Capitol 
and back to celebrate 100 years of scout-
ing.  Cindy’s Dad will be coming from MI 
for 10 days at Christmastime. 

• Joe Collins is taking Elaine to the Florida 
Keys to celebrate her 50th birthday on 
Nov. 30th.  He has rented a place right on 
the water for a week and some family 
and friends will also join them.  I am 
sure we will envy them enjoying that 
Florida sunshine and beautiful water 
while we are stuck in cold and rainy 
weather. 

• The Olsons and extended family will be 
having their Thanksgiving at the cabin in 
Arnold.  They will make their annual 
Christmas shopping trip to Laguna the 
first week in Dec. 

• The Morans will probably spend both 
holidays on their boat. 



our boat was hurt 
and nothing severely 
damaged but we 
were lucky.  Marine 
law states that a 
vessel operator is 
responsible for the 
wake of their craft, 
no matter what size 
or speed.  Picture 
yourself just reach-
ing for something on your boat or lifting a heavy 
hatch and climbing into the bilge when a wake hits 
and you either fall and break a leg or the hatch 
slips from your hand hitting your head. A very seri-
ous injury could result and the person creating the 
wake could be held liable.  Now picture yourself in 
a court room being sued for thousands or even a 
million or two for hurting someone in a wake inci-
dent.  It could happen easier than you think. 
 So think ahead and plan ahead.  Slow down 
way before the marina.  In fact, not only for the 
SYC marina but any marina or dock in use.  You 
are responsible for your wake. 

Blanket Babylon at the Fugazi theatre.  
The production is a satirical interpretation 
of contemporary political issues, personali-
ties, events and culture.  We laughed non-
stop for over 90 minutes.  Dinner at 
Capp’s, an Italian restaurant filled out a 
perfect evening with a BBB featured cast 
member coming by and singing “Happy 
Birthday” to Joanne’s sister-in-law. 
 On Saturday, the Dragon Boat 
races got under way and Treasure Island 
YC had their auction and pig roast.  Only 
Tom Moran knows where he will put all the 
items he bought. 
 RVYC had twenty folks show includ-
ing friends, a great representation for a 
cruise.  Some of Presidio YC members 
were also in attendance. 
 Next year, we hope to join with 
other small clubs to expand our cruise-out 
participants thus complimenting the host 
clubs for the effort and expense that is ex-
tended on our behalf. 

Our last official cruise to Treasure Island in 
San Francisco Bay apparently could not 
have been better, if Elaine McCormack’s 
enthusiasm can be used as a meter of suc-
cess. 
 The Beauchamps with Joanne’s 
brother and sister-in-law from MI/FL and 
John Howard sailed in Wednesday and the 
Morans and Orsis drove in early Thursday 
morning so we could all sail to Angel Island 
to explore by foot or tram.  It turned out 
to be much more interesting than any of 
us imagined.  We then sailed over to Tibu-
ron for dinner but those plans had to be 
changed as Frank and John noticed a thick 
blanket of fog ominously creeping over the 
Marin Headlands and threatening a safe 
return to our anchorage at Treasure Is-
land. It was a bumpy ride back.  By this 
time, the Olsons with Joe and Elaine had 
docked. 
 On Friday night, nine of us took the 
bus and taxis into The City to see Beach 

FROM THE VICE COMMODORE—FRANK BEAUCHAMP 
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Sitting here on the shores of Lahana watching the 
surf come in, I’m reminded again of a problem. Be-
sides the fact that I’m in Hawaii thinking of the 
yacht club (which is a problem in itself), we have a 
big problem with wakes in our waterways. 
 I had a first hand experience with this very 
problem several weeks ago.  Christie and I were 
down at the marina, relaxing on the boat when we 
were hit with a tremendous wake.  I was rolled off 
the couch and several items went crashing to the 
floor. I glanced out at the boat in the next slip and 
it was rolling so badly, that I thought the fly bridge 
would hit one of the metal columns holding up the 
roof. 
 I picked myself off the floor and ran outside.  
There was only one boat around and it was behind 
us going by.  I looked up and down the river but 
there was only one boat.  Sure enough it was one 
of ours. All I’m going to say is that it was a Sea 
Ray aft. 
 The boat had slowed way down by the time 
it reached Goshawk but the bow wake had passed 
it by and continued on, severely waking all of the 
boats ahead of it.  Fortunately, no one on board 

PLAYING IT SAFE  BY RUSS KAISER 



Does it look like this dragon boat is riding a little low?           - photo courtesy of MetLife 

It is a little ironic that the “cruise” report 
has been written by a member who 
didn’t come by boat.  However, it really 
doesn’t matter how a person arrived at 
Treasure Island, it was a terrific experi-
ence.  Many thanks to Frank 
Beauchamp for organizing this event, 
from the marina, to the yacht club, to 
the events in the city. 
 The cruise started early for 
John Howard and the Beauchamps 
and their guests, leaving earlier in the 
week and cruising around Angel Island 
and into Tiburon for dinner before 
heading over to Clipper Cove.  The 
Olsons, cruising with Joe and Elaine, 
arrived by boat, while the Morans, Ka-
zees, and Orsi’s came by truck/RV.  

Club friends Gary and Mikki Dalleske 
were already in the Bay with the Delta 
Bayliner Club, and zipped over to Treas-
ure Island to meet up with us.   
 Treasure Island is quite a 
unique location with a rich history.  The 
TI Yacht Club welcomed us warmly, fed 
us well, and exchanged burgees with us.  
The highlight of Zak’s weekend hap-
pened to be “driving” the club’s gas-
powered margarita blender. 
 The icing on the cake was the 
14th annual Dragon Boat race that took 
place the weekend of our cruise.  Not 
only did it provide front-row entertain-
ment, the food booths and vendors 
brought many activities and dining op-
tions for us. 

TREASURED ISLAND BY CINDY KAZEE  
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Sunrise on the Bay Bridge (photo by Zak) Marine layer behind Alcatraz (photo by Zak) RVYC & TIYC trade burgees 

Dragon boat heads 

Across the finish line 

Zak takes the blender out for a spin 
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November 21—SATURDAY DINNER 
Hosts:  Frank & Joanne Beauchamp 

Menu:  Roast pork, mashed potatoes & gravy, 
green peas and pearl onions, salad, baguettes and  

apple spice cake.  YUM! 
Bar opens at 4:30, dinner served at 6:30 

Mailing address: 
2555 3rd Street, Suite 112 
Sacramento, CA  95818 
 
Physical address: 
Cliff’s River Marina 
8651 River Road in Freeport 
N 38°06.384 W121°33.962 
 
Dennis Kazee, Commodore, (916) 216-8632 

River View Yacht Club was first recognized by the PICYA in December, 
1955.  The old Sacramento River steamer “Cherokee” was our original 
home, until deteriorating conditions led to its demise in 1967.  RVYC 
currently hosts meetings and events at our clubhouse moored at Cliff’s 
Marina in Freeport.  We are proud of the rich history of the present 
clubhouse, the former Elkhorn Ferry barge.  Our club meets monthly for 
dinner and meetings on the third weekend of the month, and cruises 
April through October on the fourth weekends.  Guests are always wel-
come aboard! 

With thanks to our sponsors, and to Tucan 
Designs for creating our website.  Link to 
our advertiser’s websites at: 

www.riverviewyc.com 


